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Sir: 

r 

■ r 

This is responsive to the Office Action of December 7, 2006, constituting a requirement 
for an election of species. 

Initially, although the Office Action Summary page indicates that claims 1-8 are pending in 
the application, a Preliminary Amendment was filed with the present application on July 21, 2005, 
amending claims 4-8 (to avoid their multiple dependency) and adding new claims 9-24. 
Accordingly, the pending claims are claims 1-24. 

In response to the requirement for election of species, Applicant hereby elects support A, 
with traverse, 

The Examiner takes the position that the listed species do not relate to a single general 
inventive concept because they lack the same or corresponding special technical features. The 
Examiner specifically refers to WO 94/02674 as showing that laminated adhesive layers on 
supports are well know in the art. However, Applicant takes the position that the WO '674 
reference does not suggest the subject matter of the present claims, since the present claims do 
not have a paper pad layer. Accordingly, the WO '674 reference does not establish lack of a 



single general inventive concept, and the requirement for election of species is therefore 
considered to be improper. 

The claims which read on the elected species are claims 1-2, 4-6, 8-9, 1 1, 13-16, 19 and 

21-23. 

The Examiner requires that Applicant identifies which grouping claim 8 relates to. In 
response, claim 8 relates to both supports A and B. 

Applicant emphasizes that his election is without prejudice to his rights under 35 U.S.C. 
§121 to file a divisional application for the non-elected subject matter. 

Action on the merits is requested. 
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